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There's hope for us all.  Johannes Gensfleisch zur
Laden zum Gutenberg is generally credited with inventing the printing

]

perfected the craftwith the invention of movable type. (Kind of Like there
Wl were already computers in the world. then the Hac was
F‘

carving wooden blacks to print praver scrolls: in the 11* century they

page as 4 separate block, movable type allows

a 14" eentury copyist

{ back together in another order for another page. How, the Chinese and

invented that could stick to metal. Besides, these Far Fasterers just
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"5} G dbject poverty, changes the course of history and his §
'’ = N name gaes doun throughthe ages as a household word. eS8 done, so they had to re-invent movable type.  Gutenberg was inluck
ol Y By the time he came along, the process of papermaking was well

dll  Process. Actually, there was already printing of a sorl, but Gutenberg A{%

82 the gold-and silver
P invented ) However, back nthe §° century the Chinese were already P 3
i 8 metalcasting was well . ¥

developed movable type of clay and metal. In o coins and medals: | i1
the 13" century the Roreans were casting melal g
type in sand molds. Hovable type is the key N2
thing here—rather than having to carve each g
4 Jan Eycks, had

one (o pul together a page of characters. print ¥zpd based ink thal would adhere o metal Now isn't it an inter-

i, take those characters apart and put them § 2

horeans had an obuious problem-theirlanguages have oomany billions £
of characters to make this process practical. Plus there was no ink ¢

plain preferred calligraphy anyway.  Well, tie Europeans in the I5*
century didn’t know anything about what the Chinese and Koreans had

developed: punch- & :
Important step In
of metal. was al

making, which is an
crealing letlers out
= ready developed in
smithing trades (of

which Gutenberg was j
& under way, creating
I} presses were being
o wine, lexlile
o f:" weaponsmithing. fAnd
YRR Nutch painters, the
invented an oil-

used for cheese, §
processing, and sy
those industrious 7 ¢ &N
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esting thought to pander what might have happened if Johann had been
bom a hundred years earlier, before the world was ready for him? Or
If the boys in the garage had been bom Afty uears earlier? Eventually
someone would have gotten the printing process together, but would

(eontinued on fuge 73)

E ’_'i-'_l NYWAY, GUTENBERG (BORN IN 1399 IN KAINZ,

click of a mouse to make those forty-two lines of type At on the page. e
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the press: check for typos, which obyiouslymeant quite a bit of readjust:
ing: then after getting a hundred or so good proofs. take all the letters out

inventor and put him on welfare. providing him with a yearly allowance

ofgrain, cloth. andwine.  Butwhatgoesaround comesaround. doesnit ¥
it? Eventhough Fust took over and wentontobecamerichand toproclaim @

himself as the publisher of this history-making product. who do we

remember? Thal's right, that impecunious blind old inventor who spent 38X

his life struggling for something he believed in. Fust isn't even in the

dictionany. ﬂeuelupers took to the printing press like developers took o
to the Hac. In less than forty years there were more than a thousand
presses operating all over Europe. By 1500 there were 150 presses in ¥;
Uenice alone! Hore than two million books had been printed. How many ®

people were there in Europe in 1498, anyway? |t caught on (quickly,

everything you saw printed was created using Gutenberg's technique -
tinylittle mouable pieces of lead type. The onlysignificant advancement
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Ao thoughtofkegboardingtheBibleisoverwhelming. Gutenbergworked
S onhis project for two years. and Fust got a bit impatient at the lack of
2 progress. Give te quy a break, Fust, he didn"thave a Mac IIfx. He didn't

+ onbecomingapartner. In1457Fusthad reallyhad it Sevenyears. So

¢ terest on his loan

couldn’tpress Command-Shift-J and make everything justify. Ho. hehad (e
to have every letter carved and molded backwards out of a separate tiny f'

) Bibles? Certainly Gutenberg's most skilled foreman, Peter Schoeffer,
£ wouldn'tdesert himand traitorously decamp to the buttered side of the

|
}.;'. piece of lead; create other separate letters for the initial caps; take all

5 @11 these backiwards letters and amange them backwards in a wooden flat; B
A\ insert varying amounts of lead space between each word to justify the &%)
p

text: insert slugs of lead between the lines; ink itup and run it through §

<2 piece of work inthe world, the 42-line Mazarin Bible. find Peter married
%) the boss's daughter

) aduentof electranic type. (The Hew York Times ~ sion of book print-

B ing-who caresif you getalitledizzy? ., EHebethCeck 1958
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but the technology didn’t aduance very rapidly. Until the early 1970, § .

of that wooden flat and put them back into their cases [that's movable
type) and start all over again with the next page. Whew. fnd just the

evenhaveatypewriter. Fust loaned him 800 more quilders and insisted

e took Gutenberg to court and sued for the 1600 guilders he had loaned
presses and other equip-
pleted workonthe 200
§. g\\ 426 quilders as in-
E With the judge being
L/ the Fust family,
a chance. But Fust
know about printing

ment, all the com-
Bibles. plus an extra

another member of
Gutenberg didn't stand
Wwas a banker- whatdid he

press? flas, Peter was in love with Fust's daughter. Fust and Peter
Schoefferwent an to publishwhathas become known as the first printed

(eontineed on pape 58)
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hadbeen OttoHergenthaler”sLinotypemaching - yo one can say to-
in 1862-it could very noisily produce a whole ~ day how efectronics
line of type atatime, rather than one character :';" “ffe "‘:‘;f"“:f'
g ® " cannal for
atatimelUow! Intheearly Tsarewolation 5" 7 ™
began in the graphic and type world with the  comprete suppres-
was printed for the Last lime by linotype in :‘:ﬁ:’;:’;:;:;::
1979.) Hou things are really moving fast Bul o discovered by
as on a roller coaster, the speed is exhilaral-  Gutenberg.~
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